IP Out report for 2021

(presented at the IP Inclusive annual meeting 26.4.22)

IP Out had an incredibly busy 2021, despite the pandemic. We began in January with a joint coffee
date event with Women in IP on the theme of “bringing your whole self to work”, with virtual
discussion room hosted by various people from around the UK and Ireland, followed by an online
social event hosted on Gather Town in March 2021.

In June 2021 we had an online religion intersectionality event moderated by IP Out committee
member Darren Smyth entitled “Religion and the Experiences of lesbian and gay people”, with
panellists Saima Razzaq, a queer muslim who led the Birmingham Pride march in 2019, Father
Andrew Cain from Lady Margaret Hall, University of Oxford, and Rabbi Shulamit Ambalu, Principal
Rabbi at the North London Reform Synagogue.

In August 2021 we had an online trans-focussed event, moderated by IP Out co-chair Tom Leonard
with guest speakers Rachel Reese and Emma Cusdin from Global Butterflies. In lieu of payment,
Global Butterflies instead accepted a donation to Give Out, a charity working to support the global
struggle for LGBTQ rights across the world. In a first for IP Out we also encouraged attendees to
donate to the charity to support the important work they do. We extend our thanks to IP Out
committee member Triona Desmond here as it was her original donation to IP Out that enabled us in
turn to donate to Give Out, so thank you Triona.

In November 2021, we co-hosted a disability intersectionality event with IP Ability, moderated by IP
Out committee member Georgie Hart, entitled “Disability and LGBT: Hidden intersections and
experiences”, with panellists Jonathan Andrews of Reed Smith and the London Bi Network, Becky
Campbell of Mewburn Ellis as well as both the IP Out and IP Ability committees, and Kerry Russell of
Shakespeare Martineau, and founding member of Midlands Ability and member of IP Ability. This
event was our first hybrid event, with attendees both online, and in person at the offices of EIP, so
thank you to them for hosting us. Again we encouraged attendees to donate to a charity, and this
time the charity was Regard, a national organisation of LGBTQ people who self-identify as disabled.

We had hoped to hold a Christmas social event which would have made it 6 events in 2021, but alas
the omicron wave scuppered those plans.

Many of the events we held were accompanied by blog posts which you can read in the IP Out
website, with additional posts on topics such as Pride and Pandemics: leaning lessons from previous
health crises, and a series of posts to mark LGBT+ History Month in February, so thank you to all out
contributors including Darren Smyth, Connor Wilman, Fran Bleach, Isobel Barry, and Sam Salter.

Our program is already underway for 2022. Last month we held a hybrid event on the topic of
Modern Families: routes and obstacles to parenthood. Still to come this year is hopefully a charity
quiz hosted by a Crystal from RuPaul’s drag race, a second region intersectionality event to coincide
with Inter-Faith week in November, and hopefully a Christmas social.

In other news, this year we also formalised the process for joining the committee and what it means
to be a member. We are lucky to always have had an active group of people wanting to the part of
the IP Out committee, but we also know the committee cannot grow exponentially. We hope to
continue to represent a spectrum of people from the profession and to keep the events coming and
the membership energised and engaged.



On behalf of the IP Out committee co-chairs Tom Leonard and Isobel Barry we would like to thank
our hard working committee members Jonny Lerwill, Darren Smyth, Georgie Hart, Kevin Rich, Joel
Briscoe, Conor Wilman, Triona Desmond, Becky Campbell, Al Skilton and Martyna Polenska. Thank
you also to everyone that has organised, participated in, hosted or attended our events. And finally,
on behalf of the entire committee, | would like to extend our particular thanks to Conor and Martyna
who are leaving the committee. Conor and Martyna, thank you for your contributions, and we look
forward to seeing you at an IP Out event soon.
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