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Careers in Ideas Summer of IP:
Follow-up to 10 July 2023 webinar “Routes to legal qualification for IP solicitors and barristers”

(Compiled with the help of the webinar panellists and in particular the IP team at Mishcon de Reya, to whom we are very grateful.)

[bookmark: _Hlk140050084]General IP-related online content 
· https://ipkitten.blogspot.com/ (the “IPKat”)
· https://www.technollama.co.uk/
· https://www.thefashionlaw.com/
· https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/
· https://patentblog.kluweriplaw.com/

Free virtual work experience programmes (through Forage)
· https://www.theforage.com/
· See for example:
· https://www.theforage.com/virtual-internships/prototype/EKK2XoTDd5ZfvqxqL/Ashurst-UK-Virtual-Experience-Programme
· https://www.theforage.com/virtual-internships/prototype/7bXKEZmDDgN47DAaZ/IP-Litigation-Virtual-Experience-Program
· https://www.theforage.com/virtual-internships/prototype/AA6JA74ximKvt7qTw/Shepherd-and-Wedderburn-Intellectual-Property-Virtual-Experience-Programme
· https://www.theforage.com/virtual-internships/prototype/vRvSjf2GWLFZQSegM/Virtual%20Experience%20Programme

Replies to questions raised in the chat box
(Sorry we didn’t have time to address these in the webinar itself.)
1. Could someone already registered as a solicitor through the QLTS route (route for foreign qualified lawyers) apply for a traineeship in the UK? As law firms tend to require NQ lawyers to have experience in the UK, it is quite difficult to find an opportunity as a solicitor.
It is unlikely that a firm would allow a QLTS qualified lawyer to complete a Training Contract. We have taken on foreign qualified solicitors at Mishcon in the past so I think it's a case of finding the right firms/roles. QLTS have a vacancy page https://www.qlts.co.uk/about-us/careers-with-qlts/.  The SRA also has a page explaining the QLTS/SQE route options https://www.sra.org.uk/become-solicitor/qualified-lawyers/qlts/.
2. What’s the name of the route to do PGDL then the SQEs? This is not the apprenticeship route, right?  
Unless you meet the SRA's transitional arrangements, all future solicitors will have to qualify through the SQE route.  As mentioned in the webinar, there are 4 elements:
·         have a degree in any subject (or equivalent qualification or work experience)
·         pass both SQE assessments - SQE1 focuses on functioning legal knowledge and SQE2 on practical legal skills and knowledge
·         have two years' Qualifying Work Experience
·         meet the SRA’s character and suitability requirements
In terms of the SQE exams, students may want to complete an SQE1/2 preparation course with one of the training providers. For students who have not studied a law degree, they may also want to complete a PGDL course (aka law conversion course) however, under the SQE route, the PGDL course is not compulsory.


The Careers in Ideas Summer of IP team
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